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Glossary of legal terms

Administrator 
Someone who is appointed to arrange your affairs if 
you do not leave a will.

Beneficiary
An individual or organisation who will receive a gift in 
your will.

Codicil
An alteration or addition to your will.

Chattels and movables
Your possessions, including your furniture and car

Estate
All your possessions at the time of your death, 
including money and property.

Executor
The person who is appointed by you to make sure 
the instructions in your will are carried out.

Intestate and intestacy
You are said to be intestate if you die without making 
a will. Intestacy is the name for this situation.

Legacy
A gift left to a person or organisation in your will.

Life interest
A two-stage form of legacy in which the first 
beneficiary is given, for example, the use of your 
house or the interest on your bank or building society 
account during their lifetime. After their death, the 
house or capital passes to a second beneficiary 
named by you in your will. Quite often a charity is the 
second beneficiary.

Pecuniary legacy
A gift of a fixed amount of money.

Power of attorney
A legal document which authorises one or more 
people to handle another person's financial affairs 
(including property, shares, money, etc), either 
generally or in relation to specific items.

Probate
The legal procedure to decide whether you left a  
valid will.

Residue
The sum that is left from your estate when all debts, 
charges and gifts have been deducted.

Residuary legacy
A gift consisting of the residue or part of the residue 
of your estate. This is a particularly popular way to 
leave a gift to a charity.

Specific legacy
A gift of a particular item, for example a piece of 
jewellery or furniture.

Testator or testatrix
The person who is making the will.

Witness
A person who signs to indicate they were present at 
the signing of your will, who must not be a beneficiary.

Legacy clause wordings
We would always recommend that you use a solicitor 
when making or updating your will. We have prepared 
some suggested wordings for legacy clauses to assist 
you. You may like to take a copy with you when you 
visit your solicitor.

Legacy clause wording for England and Wales
Pecuniary legacy 
(i) I give the sum of £________[pounds] free of tax to 
Contact a Family (registered charity number 284912) 
of 209-211 City Road London EC1V 1JN. 
(ii) I direct that the receipt of the duly authorised 
officer of Contact a Family shall be a sufficient 
discharge for my executor/trustees. 
Residuary legacy (i) I give the whole of my real 
and personal property not hereby or by any codicil 
hereto specifically disposed of after payment of my 
debts pecuniary legacies funeral and administration 
expenses and any taxes in respect of estate to 
Contact a Family (registered charity number 284912) 
of 209-211 City Road London EC1V 1JN. 
(ii) I direct that the receipt of the duly authorised 
officer of Contact a Family shall be a sufficient 
discharge for my executor/trustees. 
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Specific legacy (i) I give my [short description of 
property given] free of all inheritance tax to Contact a 
Family (registered charity number 284912) of 209-
211 City Road London EC1V 1JN. 
(ii) I direct that the receipt of the duly authorised 
officer of Contact a Family shall be a sufficient 
discharge for my executor/trustees. 

Legacy clause wording for Scotland 
Pecuniary legacy 
I direct my Executors/Trustees to pay to Contact a 
Family Scotland, Craigmillar Social Enterprise and 
Arts Centre, 11/9 Harewood Road, Edinburgh EH16 
4NT (registered charity number SC039169) the sum 
of £_____ pounds free of inheritance tax and other 
fiscal impositions for its general charitable purposes 
absolutely (to be paid within _____ months of my 
death and in priority to all other legacies given by 
this will or codicils hereto) (as soon as convenient 
after my death but without interest thereon) and I 
direct that the receipt of the duly authorised officer 
of Contact a Family Scotland shall be a sufficient 
discharge for my executor/trustees. 

Residuary legacy 
I direct my Executors/Trustees to pay and make over a 
_____ share of the residue of my estate to Contact a 
Family Scotland, Craigmillar Social Enterprise and Arts 
Centre, 11/9 Harewood Road, Edinburgh EH16 4NT 
(registered charity number SC039169) for its general 
charitable purposes absolutely and I direct that the 
receipt of the duly authorised officer  of Contact a 
Family Scotland shall be a sufficient discharge for my 
executor/trustees. 

Specific legacy of an item (or items) of value 
I direct my Executors/Trustees to pay and make 
over my (short description of the property given) to 
Contact a Family Scotland, Craigmillar Social Enterprise 
and Arts Centre, 11/9 Harewood Road, Edinburgh 
EH16 4NT (registered charity number SC039169) 
for its general charitable purposes absolutely and I 
direct that the receipt of the duly authorised officer of 
Contact a Family shall be a sufficient discharge for my 
executor/trustees.

*�Please�Note:�This�document�is�prepared�to�
assist�in�your�understanding�but�does�not�
constitute�the�provision�of�advice.�If�you�should�
have�any�queries�in�relation�to�any�of�the�terms�
set�out�below,�you�should�contact�a�solicitor�or�
financial�advisor�for�further�guidance.


